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ABSTRACT
A hermeneutical spiral model illustrates the temporal
process of inductive and deductive reasoning for interpretation.
The Hermeneutical Spiral by Osborne describes a conical spiral
that stretches from the ancient text to the modern world of the
listener. Unfortunately, this model implies a trade-off of biblical
authority for increasing relevance as it moves away from
Scripture. To avoid this problem a viable hermeneutical model
must allow Scripture to norm the whole process (Sola Scriptura).
In addition, the worlds of meaning unpacked from the text (Tota
Scriptura), the worlds of meaning of the interpreter (Prima
Scriptura), and the fusion of those worlds of meaning (Viva
Scriptura) should be incorporated if possible. I propose a
cylindrical three-tiered (micro, meso, macro) hermeneutical
spiral model with a central long axis of Scripture that norms all
the loops. The axis of the text radiates worlds of meaning (in,
behind, in front of, above and below the text) which encounter
the interpreter’s worlds of meaning as he/she travels along a
spiral path. Fusion of their two horizons requires semi-permeable
boundaries (dialogue of questions and answers) to allow
interpenetrative understanding.

“The original understanding is surpassed and integrated into a broader,
more informed understanding. One’s horizons are broadened; we have a
new perspective on our old views and maybe new views as well. This is
the meaning of the “fusion of horizons.” David Vessey, “Gadamer and the
Fusion of Horizons.”
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“Every speech must be put together to

PROPOSED HERMENEUTICAL SPIRAL IN 3-D

The worlds of biblical meaning are traversed by a methodological
cylindrical helix anchored to the axis of text. The coils are explored by the
theologian.

The spiral ramp slices through the worlds of meaning radiating from the
core axis of the text. Interpreter and audience can be envisioned as
adjacent balls (spherical worlds of meaning) that roll up or down the ramp
in circles, in contiguity with the ramp and the core text.
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“The task is also to be expressed as
follows, to understand the utterance at
first just as well, then better than its
author.” Hermeneutics and Criticism,
18:3.
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OSBORNE’S HERMENEUTICAL SPIRAL
“The major premise of this book is that biblical interpretation entails a
‘spiral’ from text to context, from its original meaning to its
contextualization or significance for the church today. . . the spiral is a
cone…” Osborne, The Hermeneutical Spiral, p. 22.
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“The wherein of self-referential
understanding is the phenomenon of
world.” Being and Time, sect. 18:86.
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“The level of authority
moves down as we go
from text to reading to application”
p. 25.

RESEARCH POSTER PRESENTATION DESIGN © 2015

Fusion of Horizons

MesoHermeneutic

Historical Consciousness

Theologian

Text-Literary/Author

Primo Scriptura

MacroHermeneutic

Exegesis

Schleiermacher

Theologian’s
Worlds of Meaning

Viva Scriptura

HISTORICAL HERMENEUTICAL MODELS

Plato

PROPOSED HERMENEUTICAL SPIRAL IN 2-D

In the text
World of the plot

z

Behind the text
World that produced
the text

y Above the text
Biblical Metaphysics
about God
In Front of the text
Mode of
Being-in-the-world
projected by
the text

Text
Below the text
Biblical nature of Cosmos,
Especially humans

1. Plato. Phaedrus. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press,
1998.
2. Benedictus de Spinoza. Theological-Political Treatise.
Translated by Samuel Shirley. 2 ed. Indianapolis:
Hackett Publishing, 2001.
3. Friedrich D. E. Schleiermacher. Hermeneutics and
Criticism and other writings. Translated and edited by
Andrew Bowie. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge
University Press, 1998.
4. Martin Heidegger. Being and Time. Translated by
Joan Stambaugh. Albany, NY: State University of
New York Press, 1996.
5. David Vessey. “Gadamer and the Fusion of Horizons.”
International Journal of Philosophical Studies 17,
Issue 2 (2009): 531-542.
6. Grant R. Osborne. The Hermeneutical Spiral.
Downers Grove, Ill: IVP Academic, 2006.

